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(Auction) Sale Catalogues in 
the Global Philatelic Library



Global Philatelic Library (GPL)

• Genesis - Key Players: Chris King, Frank Walton, Alan Holyoake, Greg Spring and myself

• Concept

• Contributing Libraries

• (Auction) Sale Catalogues

• Origin of Application

• Vision

• Presentation Agenda 
• Theory
• Demonstration
• Issues & Futures
• Questions & Comments
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Global Philatelic Library (GPL)

• Genesis

• Concept

• Contributing Libraries – APRL, SNPM, BL, BPM, CCC, CCNY, FRCPB, Suomi, GBPS, Greene, Kohl, 
NWPL, OFK, Philas, PBH, PHF, PHS, RMPL, RPSL, RPSV, RSPC, SCC, Spellman, WPL, WPRL

• (Auction) Sale Catalogues

• Origin of Application

• Vision

• Presentation Agenda 
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• Demonstration
• Issues & Futures
• Questions & Comments
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Global Philatelic Library (GPL)

• Genesis

• Concept

• Contributing Libraries

• (Auction) Sale Catalogues - Includes Private Treaty

• Origin of Application

• Vision

• Presentation Agenda 
• Theory
• Demonstration
• Issues & Futures
• Questions & Comments
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Global Philatelic Library (GPL)

• Genesis

• Concept

• Contributing Libraries

• (Auction) Sale Catalogues

• Origin of Application

• Vision – An Authority file Listing Every Sale that Ever Took Place

• Presentation Agenda 
• Theory
• Demonstration
• Issues & Futures
• Questions & Comments
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Example of Scott 
Stamp & Coin Co 

Catalogue
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Auction House & Sale Information
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Associated Documents
i.e. Digital Copies
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Accessions
i.e. Physical Copy Held
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Parts



Theory – The Data Model
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Theory – The Data Model
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Theory – The Data Model
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Theory – The Data Model
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Theory – The Data Model
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Theory – The Data Model
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How do we find this 
information?



RPSL Web Site Home Page
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Access the 
Catalogue Page
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Advanced Search



24

Advanced Search
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Search Results
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Search Results
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Grouping
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Grouping Items
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Item View
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Item Select
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Quick Links
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QuickLinks: Auction Houses in Database
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QuickLinks: Holdings
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QuickLinks: Holdings
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Quick Links: Holdings
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Quick Links: Recent Additions / Digital

Digital

Recent Additions
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Digital Catalogues

Name Digital Dates
Bangs Merwin & Co 1 1872
Bridger and Kay 2 1991-1992
BWI Auctions 21 1984-1988
Caribbean Philatelic Auctions 109 1983-2011
Cavendish Philatelic Auctions 94 1985-2023
Chicago Philatelic Society 9 1888-1893
Christies Robson Lowe (Bournemouth) 30 1984-1991
Christies Robson Lowe (London) 45 1984-1996
Christies Robson Lowe (USA) 2 1985-1987
Christies Robson Lowe (Zurich) 1 1985
Corinphila (Switzerland) 189 2011-2022
Haines, Benjamin 1 1872

Name Digital Dates
Lowe, Robson (Postal History) (UK) 34 1954-1983
Lowe, Robson (UK: Bournemouth) 49 1969-1983
Lowe, Robson (UK: London) 120 1939-1984
Lowe, Robson (USA: New York) 2 1982-1983
Mason & Co 1 1870
Millennium Philatelic Auctions 71 2002-2020
Oslo Filatelistklubb 1 1895
Pennymead Philatelic Auctions 84 1982-2008
Scott Stamp & Coin Co 73 1870-1890
Siegel, Robert A Auction Galleries 1281 1931-2023
Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge 2 1872-1873
Temple Bar 83 1971-2023
Temple Bar (Private Treaty) 2 1972-1977
Trifet 1 1880
Western Auctions (UK) 40 1976-1998
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Issues

Standards
• What constitutes an individual auction house?

o Changing Names e.g. “Scott and Co” later Scott Stamp and Coin Co

o Variable Names e.g. “Robson Lowe London”, “Robson Lowe Bournemouth”

o Format of Names – “Siegel, Robert” and “Lowe, Robson” not “Robson Lowe”

Resources
• Volunteer resources to keep up with cataloguing of new auctions

• Physical space
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Issues

Digital
• Copyright: We attempt to get permission from the auction house to make their digital catalogues 

available

• If they are available on the company’s web site then there is no problem providing a link, 

o However, if the company ceases trading then the web site may be lost and it would be 

prudent to store a copy on the RPSL server

• Permissions received so far

o Cavendish Philatelic Auctions

o Spink have given permission to include Robson Lowe & Christies Robson Lowe

o Temple Bar / Bridger & Kay

o Pennymead

• Siegel, Millenium, Corinphila Switzerland have back catalogues online & in the public domain

• A few defunct houses also added where I have been able to scan old catalogues

• More please – Harmers, Spink, Grosvenor, Gibbons …

• Availability: This century many catalogues are produced as PDFs but older catalogues were before 

the technology existed

o I am progressively scanning in these earlier catalogues but it is time consuming
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Issues

GPL
• In order to record the holdings of other libraries against the GPL Authority file we would need to match 

the record in the source database against our record

o Unfortunately, most other libraries record each catalogue like a book and hence the name of the 

auction house is not entered consistently

o Also the full date is not recorded, just the year

o Information like the sale number is also hit and miss

• To distribute updates to the authority file across libraries there is the issue of control of who is 

updating what 

o The only way around this identified would be to designate an auction house to a specific library 

but again there are issues if another library wishes to record an accession and has to ask the 
other library to create a record
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Futures

• Improve the presentation of the online Catalogue search results.

• Crawford Data: Split PDFs into individual sales, possibly arrange with BL to obtain missing scans.

• Supplement the Authority File with auction information from other libraries, (the GPL libraries and 

those in mainland Europe).

• Identify a way that auction catalogue holdings from GPL Libraries can be attached to the authority file.

• Get more people involved to contribute digital material and update the database.

• Donations of missing catalogues
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Questions

Contact: jarviss@rpsl.org.uk


	Slide 1: (Auction) Sale Catalogues in the Global Philatelic Library
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42

